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Virgil Montgomery Epperson  (1872-1939)
1872        Born - March 12, 1872,
 AL;
 son of Jesse Thompson Epperson and Mary Ann Womack

1880 U. S. Census, Russell County, AL; Uchee

Epperson
 J. T.
W M  55

farmer
GA
GA
GA


Carrie
W F   44 [24]
daughter
house keeper
AL
GA
GA



Leonard
W M  18
son
farm laborer
AL
GA
GA



John
W M  13  
son
at home
AL
GA
GA



Jesse
W M  11
son
at home
AL
GA
GA



Virgil
W M    9
son
at home
AL
GA
GA


Sarah
W F     7
daughter

AL
GA
GA


Joel F
W M    3
son

AL
GA
GA

Slaton
Tom
B M   80

farm laborer
GA
VA
VA

1904        Married Mary F. “Fannie” Braswell (b. Nov. 4, 1877, 
 AL;
 dau. of William F. J. Braswell and Nancy “Nannie” Joyce Epperson) - June 19, 1904

1910 U. S. Census, Russell County, AL; Precinct 5, Hurtsboro

Epperson
Verge
Head
M  W  37  M1  5
AL
GA
GA
English
Farm operator
own farm



Fannie
wife
F   W  31  M1  5
AL
AL
AL
English
none



Ed
son
M  W  4(?)  S
AL
AL
AL
English
none



Bena
daughter
F   W    1  S
AL
AL
AL
English
none

1920 U. S. Census, Russell County, AL; Precinct 5, Hurtsboro

Epperson
Vergil
Head
O
M  W  48  M

yes
yes
AL
GA
GA
farmer
general farm



Fannie(?)
wife

F   W   41 M

yes
yes
AL
GA
GA
none



Ed
son

M  W  13  S
yes
yes
yes
AL
AL
AL
none



Bena
daughter

F   W   10  S
yes
yes
yes
AL
AL
AL
none



(Sister?)
daughter

F   W     9  S
yes
yes
yes
AL
AL
AL
none



Walter
son

M  W    4  S



AL
AL
AL
none

Brazzell
Nannie
mother-in-law
F   W  72  Wd.

yes
yes
AL
SC
SC
none

1930 U. S. Census, Russell County, AL; Precinct 5, Hurtsboro


Epperson
Virgil M.
Head
O  5,400
M  W  58  M  32
no
yes
AL
GA
GA
laborer
works on farm




Mary F.
wife

F   W  52  M  26
no
yes
AL
GA
GA
none




Bena R.
daughter
F   W  20  S
yes
yes
AL
AL
AL
none




Nannie L.
daughter
F   W  18  S
yes
yes
AL
AL
AL
none




Walter V.
son

M  W  14  S
yes
yes
AL
AL
AL
none

1939        Died - January 15, 1939
 

1968        Death of widow Mary F. Braswell Epperson - December 8, 1968

Children of Virgil Montgomery Epperson and Mary F. “Fannie” Braswell:

William Edward “Ed” Epperson - b. May 17, 1905, Hurtsboro, Russell Co., AL; 
 d. Sept. 26, 1976; 
 m. Frances Guy (b. Montgomery, Montgomery Co., AL; 
 d. Dec. 26, 1968
)  - May 16, 1929

Verna Inez Epperson - b. Aug. 6, 1907, Hurtsboro, Russell Co., AL; 
   d. Nov. 17, 1907

Bena Catherine Epperson - b. Aug. 10, 1909, Hurtsboro, Russell Co., AL; 
   d. Aug.10, 1982;
 m. Amos Eugene Williams (b. Oct. 16, 1909
) - July 3, 1944

Nannie Lois Epperson - b. Sept. 7, 1911, Hurtsboro, Russell Co., AL; 
 m. Joel Shannon Burch (b. June 30, 1909; 
 d. June 17, 1970
) - Jan. 30, 1942

Walter Virgil Epperson - b. May 13, 1915, Hurtsboro, Russell Co., AL; 
 m. Myrtice Orion Sturkie (b. May 2, 1934
) - Nov. 23, 1947

Mrs. Amos Williams (Bena Catherine Epperson); “George Epperson;” The History of Russell County, Alabama.  Russell County Historical Commission; 1982:
We lived out from Hurtsboro in the country.  We had a happy home.  A home where all the uncles, aunts, cousins and friends cam.  We walked to school and church.  There weren’t any highways then.  We had a good time and we worked too.  Mama and Papa set aside a plot of land and called it the church land.  What we planted on it was sold and money given to the church.  We planted and gathered the vegetables.  Some of the cousins came on a train.  Their mother come with them.  They planned to stay several weeks.  Papa met them at [the] depot in the wagon.  They brought a trunk.  It was a treat to ride in the wagon and go to the depot.  We had several trains a day to come through.  We had a long hall (closed in) so we put quilts down and that is where some of us slept.  It wasn’t unusual to wake up and find your feet tied together.  We had lots of fun, but my sister, Lois, and I helped Mama cook.  It took lots of cooking during summer.  Mamma and Papa had a smoke house where they smoked and cured their meats.  There is nothing like good ole cured ham and sausage like they use to be.

It used to be in the country where you had to draw up your water with a bucket from a well.  In the country the water bucket is always empty.  One day a cousin that was there never went to well to get any water, but this day she got the bucket and went to the well.  When she got back to [the] porch she found everybody lying out on the long porch.  We told her we all fainted when we saw her coming in with water.  She told us she should pour the water on us.  We all laughed.

In 1939, our father, Virgil M. Epperson, died.  Of course things were never the same.  The four children never forgot the happy memories of home.

We used to hear some uncles and our father tell about one day they had been hunting and killed some bird[s].  They were out dressing the bird[s] and a cat got one.  They chased the cat and he ran under the house.  They said they went under the house after him and was giving the cat a hard time with bad words and throwing sticks at him.  The preacher, Rev. Brewer, had come to their house and they didn’t know he was in [the] house.  He walked out in [the] yard and said boys, that cat is giving you a time.  They felt real bad.  The cat ate the bird.  A long time ago the preacher came the night before he was to preach.  They had to stay with a family.  They couldn’t get around to their church very well in those days.

Four of the Epperson brothers worked for the L and N Railroads for several years.

Children of William Edward Epperson and Frances Guy:
William Epperson - b. Oct. 9, 1930, Montgomery, Montgomery Co., AL;
 d. Sept. 27, 1975;
 m. Mickey Mendehind - July 2, 1955, New Orleans, LA
 

James Guy Epperson - b. Sept. 23, 1933, Montgomery, Montgomery Co., AL;
 m. Babs Little - Dec. 28, 1954

Children of Amos Eugene Williams and Bena Catherine Epperson:
Catherine Eugenia Williams - b. Dec. 25, 1945, Eufaula, Barbour Co., AL;
 m. James Hall (b. Dec. 31, 1942
) - Aug. 19, 1966
 

Children of Joel Shannon Burch and Nannie Lois Epperson:
Joel Shannon Burch - b. May 26, 1943, TX;
 m. Jane Abbot (b. July 24, 1945
) - June 21, 1969
 

Children of Walter Virgil Epperson and Myrtice Orion Sturkie:
Virgil Orion Epperson - b. Aug. 31, 1952, Columbus, Muscogee Co., GA;
 m. Linda Dudley (b. Feb. 17, 1954
)  - Aug. 2, 1975
 

Jennifer Lee Epperson - b. July 15, 1955, Montgomery, Montgomery Co., AL

James Farrow Epperson - b. Nov. 8, 1956, Montgomery, Montgomery Co., AL

Elizabeth Frances Epperson - b. Oct. 4, 1957, New Orleans, LA

John Edward Epperson - b. Nov. 21, 1960, New Orleans, LA
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